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rivers. The Burmese are still a riverine people, and in the
Delta nearly every family has its own boat. Before the advent of
steam navigation European visitors were fascinated by the
multitude and variety of the craft to be seen on the Irrawaddy.
Even in the most prosperous days of the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company's monopoly of inland steam navigation it never
carried more than fifty per cent of the total river traffic. The
Company started in 1865. Under the treaty of 1867 with
Mindon Min it began to operate a weekly service to Mandalay
and a monthly one to Bhamo. Later on its boats plied on the
Chindwin as far as Homalin, close to Assam, and connected
Rangoon through the Twante Canal with all the more important
towns of the Delta. Some of its steamers were the largest
shallow-draft river craft in the world.
With water transport catering so fully for the needs of the
province, the need for roads hardly existed until the coining of
the motor-car. By 1918 there were only about 2000 miles of
metalled roads, though there were several thousand more miles
of bullock-cart tracks, mainly in areas less affected by the wet
monsoon.
The first railway, the Irrawaddy Valley State Railway, from
Rangoon to Prome, was opened in 1877, and did much to
increase rice production in the Hanthawaddy, Tharrawaddy
and Prome districts. It was followed in 1884 by the Sittang
Valley State Railway, which linked Rangoon with Toungoo.
Five years later it was extended to Mandalay, and in 1899 to
Myitkyina 722 miles north of Rangoon. In 1896 all the lines
were taken over by the Burma Railways Company under con-
tract with the Secretary of State for India.
The Company opened in rapid succession a number of new
lines, the Northern Shan States line to Lashio, one from Thazi
to Myingyan, another from Sagaing to Alon on the Chindwin,
a branch of the Prome line to Bassein, and the Southern Shan
States line from Thazi to Heho. Later there were extensions
from Henzada to Kyangin, from Heho towards Taunggyi and
from Pegu to Martaban and Ye. Altogether in 1941 there were
2060 miles of railroad, all of metre-gauge. In 1929 the Com-
pany's agreement was terminated and the railways were taken
over by the state.